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S tephen is survived by his wife of 30 years

Kelly Sue (Quirk) Townsend, his Daughter
Lora Leigh Troxell, his Grandson Jaden Carter Troxell. Mother, Minnie Faye (Dennis)

Townsend. Father, Dwayane Edwin Townsend. Sister Tamra Yvette Shipley. Nephew,

Jared Dwayane Shipley and his wife, Katarina Spurduto Shipley. Nephew Evan
Matthew Shipley, as well as many other Nieces and Nephews who Loved him dearly.

Stephen was born in Lakeland, Fla. He and his Family moved around and lived in several
different states due to his father’s business.They moved back to Lakeland in the mid 1970’s to stay

for good.

Stephen had a wonderful childhood with lots of memories. Most of them were of him being
mischievous. He Loved to joke around with people and even play pranks- especially those that he

Loved the most.

He was extremely interested in computers. He enjoyed taking them apart just to see how they
worked at a young age. He didn’t earn a degree in engineering, but he was very handy at fixing

anything that had something to do with electronics.

Lots of stories and memories that have been shared over the years have all included or ended in

something that Stephen said or did to make everyone laugh. That was his Joy. His favorite stories
and memories were not complete until everyone listening was smiling or even laughing out loud.

He and his sister Tamra were very close; often being the only one each other had to play with due

to their father having to travel for work. Their bond became stronger as they grew into adulthood
and the last few years they had become extremely close with many talks, questions and even

debate about all things Bible.
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After high school he went on to obtain an Associates Degree as well as a Bachelor’s degree in
Computer Science. He LOVED working with computers. He was the one that everyone called

whenever they had a question about anything to do with computers.

He met his wife, Kelly in 1992 and he knew right away that she was “the one”. God had brought

them together by Divine Design and Stephen asked Kelly to marry him on their second date.
They married in March of 1994 and were Blessed with 30 years of marriage. They were very
much in Love with each other but Loved God more. Stephen was always looking for ways to give

to others; especially to Kelly. He Loved her with all of his heart. God was always first in his life,
with Kelly right behind God. He showed her every day how passionate he was for God and her as

well. They shared a wonderful and happy marriage that many others looked up to. They chose to
put God first in their marriage and in turn Loved others as well.

Stephen will be truly missed by everyone who knew him as well as countless others that he

Blessed along the way.
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Funeral Service

Victory Church

1401 Griffin Road, Lakeland FL 33810
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Monday, November 18, 2024

12:00 PM ET
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SH Sherise posted:

I’m still having a hard time with this but what a amazing cousin we grew up together he was our little

Big Boy my Brother Lee was his best friend cousin and Tamra was my Best friend cousin we did so

much together We ended up living close and Lee and Stephen decided to take this little boat out on

the lake and we looked out the boat was sinking we we’re yelling trying to get help but laughing at

the same time Stephen and I was driving out one night on this back road and a Helicopter started

chasing us we didn’t know why but Stephen crashed in these bushes and the helicopter left we were

scared but after it we had laughed and said don’t know what we did but we won’t go there again he

was so fun A Heart of Gold will keep our memories so close to my Heart you will be so missed I know

you are in Heaven look back Our Bigboy we are right behind you Love you My special Cousin

November 16 at 6:43 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Stephen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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